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The Politics of Health Legislation   
The affordable care act is famously known as Obama care significantly changed the health care landscape in the United States. The primary objective of this enactment was to decrease the number of uninsured citizens so that the health coverage across the United States and access to the care could be achieved (Feldstein, 2006). To achieve the goals, the law enabled expansion of eligibility for Medicaid program as well as creating new market places where American people without the health coverage from the employer can buy the health insurance cover from the insurer directly. Almost all adults were required by the law to acquire health coverage or be penalized. A working citizen with moderate income was expected to receive premium subsidies so that they can buy policies in the new market place. 
When a policy is developed, the members of the public are the one who benefits that is if and only if the implementation is done the right way.  Such claims can be related to the affordable care act which was initiated by Obama’s administration. The intention as said above as to make health care accessible to all since, before the law, people were finding it difficult to buy the health policy cover (Marmor, 2017). With the development of this policy, many people got access to health insurance coverage. Data shows that, since the adoption and implementation of the affordable care act, more than twenty million people have become insured. Also, more than twenty-four million people gained access to subsidized or even free medical care. The latter was made achievable through Medicaid expansion and market place tax credits; therefore, when a policy is developed and implemented well, the members of the public are the one who benefits.
I concur with the statement by Feldstein which says that the primary goal of a legislator is to seek second re-election from their constituents. They weigh the matter in terms of the cost and benefits of legislating or recommending certain national policies. For example, the Obama affordable care act has survived more than seventy attempts to be replaced or repealed. According to the research and interviews conducted by different bodies in the United States, many people opposed the struggles of Congress to change the laws (Marmor, 2017). Some argued that it’s through the care that they can survive and meet their medical bills. Amending the act, in the eyes or perception of the American people, it was interfering with their rights, and this could be the reason why it has failed so many times both at Congress and in courts.
Based on the cost-benefit analysis, it is a concept which is not only used in business or economic establishment but also the politics. As said earlier, the politician seeks to be elected for the second term. As their primary goal, anything which could make constituents to turn against them is avoided like the plague. However, for a politician, the cost-benefit analysis does not involve the cost benefit to people he represents on particular legislation, but they seek the additional political benefits from supporters for their stand and actions on specific policy (Feldstein, 2006). And if the political interests they would get supersede the cost which is political negativity among the constituents they would take the appropriate action. Since many people were and are still in support of the affordable care act, that is the reason why, up to now, the Congress has not been able to repeal or replace the affordable care laws. Doing so, they would gain political negativity among their constituent.
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